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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: Claim 64, line 1, "64" (second 
occurrence) has been changed to - - 63- -. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The art of 
record closest to the claims is US Patents 6,419,681 to Vargas et al; 6,719,769 to 
Donohoe et al respectively, and US Publish Application 2003/0065342 to Nobis et al 
lack teachings or suggestion of an integrated anastomosis tool used both to create an 
opening in a vessel wall with a first mechanism and deploying the anastomosis tool into 
that opening to complete an anastomosis with a second; wherein the device comprises 
a sealed housing wherein the first and second mechanisms travel therein and a single 
control mechanism configured to operate both mechanisms. Vargas et al fail to suggest 
mechanisms that create an opening; complete an anastomosis and travel in a sealed 
housing. 

For these reasons the examiner believes the claims are allowable over the art of 

record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary Jackson whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-, 
4697. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 am to 6:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Antoine Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-4693. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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